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THE  SEGE  OF  TROYE. 

[SOW    FIRST   PRINTED  ACCORDING   TO  THE   UNIQUE    MS. 
BAWLINSON  D   82.] 

[I.   Of  Eson  and  his  brother  Pelleus,  aud  how  Pelleus  senl 
his  nephew  Jason  in  search  of  the  golden  Fleece] 

Here  bigynneth  the  Sege  of  Troye. 
[Fol.  11a.]       Ag  the  nob]e  an(j  worthj  derke  GjJja]o  writeth  h)    h.g   boke 
and  declareth,  and  so  doeth  \>e  famous  clerk  Dares  also,  how* 
that  som  tyme  in  Thcsaile  there  was  a  king  called  Eson,  which 
list  not  in  his  yonge  and  lusty  daies  to  take  no  wife,  but  at  |-e 
last  was  so  ferre  groweii  in  age  that  bis  wittes  weren  nof  moost 
perfite  ne  right  resjfflable  for  to  rule  and  goumie  his  reme  ne 
hispeple,but  lie  was  fall  in  a  maner  of  dotage  fore  aue.     ffor'° 
which  cause  he  resigned  bothe  crowne  and  septic  with  liole 
estate  rial  to  his  broker  called  Pvllios. 

lint  as  clerkes  seyn  \>at  after  by  enchauntement  and  craft  of 
medeeyn  lie  was  restored  ayen  to  youth  and  lustynesse,  and 
toke  to  wife  one  .Mcdca,  vppon  whom  he  gate  a  soil  |>at  was  I"" 
called  Jason,  pat,  whan  he  drewe  to  a  certen  of  age,  was  com- 
mitted to  |>e  rule  and  gouernaunce  of  his  vncle  Pelleus.  The 
which  hi  presses  of  yen's  was  hoWen  30  poble  and  worthi  of 
honde  J-at  his  name  spronge  so  wide  and  ferre  that  euery  man 
bad  grete  ioye  to  here  speke  of  his  worthinesse  and  of  bis 
persone. 

Pelleus,  aduertingand  casting  in  his  mynde  howe  himself 
and  his  yssue  might  pqssede  and  enyoyse  [>e  crowne  and  dig- 
nite  perpetualli,  and  to  exclude  his  nevowe  Jason  foreeuer 
compassed  ful  manyadiuerse  way  in  his  mynde  to  [>econfusio5 
and  destruxion  of  his  seid  cosyn,  holding  him  vpp  alwey  with 
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faire  flatery,  and  shewed  hole  love  outeward  where  there  was 
ful  dedely  hate  inward,  saying  to  him  vppon  a  day  in  the 
presence  of  al  his  barons  in  this  wise :  "  Nevowe  Jason,  thy 
grete  renowne  and  worthinesse  sprQngen  so  wide  in  euery 
contrey  causeth  me  verry  heuefl  and  erthly  ioy.  But,  Jason, 
for  to  haue  thi  worthinesse  sprongen  wider,  and  more  largely 
and  oponly  to  ben  knowe,  and  as  a  conquerowr  for  euer  to  ben 
[*Fol.  lib.]  dre<](]e  Jn  euery  co?itrey,  *  I  haue  founde  a  wey,  trusting  fully 
that  thorgh  thi  manhode  hit  shall  well  acheue  within  short 
tyrue." 

Jason,  ful  desirouse  of  manhode  an  worthinesse,  thonked 
gretly  his  vncle,  praying  him  to  late  him  haue  knowlage 
thereof  so  ])at  by  his  supportacion  and  labour  he  might  be 
therat  in  crece  and  forthering  of  his  name. 

Pelleus,  conceyying  well  his  corage  and  manhode,  seid  to 
him  in  this  wise :  "  Cosyn,  hit  is  oponly  knowen  in  many  a 
londe  that  within  be  ile  of  Calcos  there  is  a  ram  that  bereth 
a  flece  of  golde  which  is  more  worth  then  eny  man  can  telle, 
and  if  thou  by  thi  myjt  and  manhode  mightest  wyn  and 
conquere  that  ram,  thi  renowne  and  name  shal  spring  vp  to 
heuen  and  as  be  worthiest  for  euer  to  ben  put  in  remem- 
braunce." 

Jason,  fulfilled  with  knightly  corage  and  innocent  of  his 
fayre  and  false  compassed  treson  ayenst  him  by  ]>e  flatery  of 
his  vncle,  withoute  avice  of  eny  man  hatli  vudertake  bis  perilous 
emprise,  [which]  was  fully  ymagened  and  purposed  fully  for 
his  destruxion  and  ende,  praying  his  vncle  to  ordeyne  for  him 
in  al  hast  men  and  aray  after  his  estate. 

Pelleus  full  ioyfull  in  hert,  trusting  fully  hit  shuld  be  his 
«c  0  confusion  and  ende,  lete  do  make  in  haste  possible  a  shipp 
redy  for  him.  As  Guydo  seith  hit  was  the  fairest  shipp  that 
euer  sailed  vppoii  be  water  fro  lond  to  londe.  Gouernowr 
hereof  was  be  wise  and  redy  Pilotes  that  hadde  redi  knowlage 
and  inspexion  of  euery  storme  or  tempest  appering  oil  be  sky 
and  also  of  sterre,  ston,  and  nedle. 
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[II.    How  Jason  and    Hercules  are  summarily  ejected  from 
the  coast  ofPhryia  by  Laomedon,  king  of  Troy.] 

Jason,  also  havyng  with  him  in  his  vessel!  as  his  felawe  )><; 
Btronge  and  mighti  Ercules  with  many  a  no)>er  lusty  and 
manly  man  of  Grece,  with  ful  [eye  take  of  his  vncle,  was 
vnder  saile,  ful  worthely  taking  his  iournay,  sailing  on  (?e  salt 
seetouard  [>e  ileofCalcoys  where  a  tempasl  sodenly  arose  and 
so  hurled  and  labored  \>e  ship  til  he  was  dryven  into  the  ile 
[*FoI.  12a.]  of  Troye,  whereof  Jason  and  his  felaship  weren  right  *  fayne 
eny  succour  of  the  Ionde  for  to  haue  som  ese  and  rest  after 
]'eir  perilous  laboure  on  the  sec. 

King  Lamedon,  being  in  his  cite  of  Troy,  was  enformed  of 
malis  }»at  ]»ere  was  a  shipp  stuffed  with  men  of  werre  arryved 
in  in's  Ionde  and  come  oute  of  Grece  supposing  for  som  malis 
ayenst  him  or  his  peple,  and  anone  sent  messengers  to  Jason 
and  seid  to  him  in  thiswise:  "  fforasmoehe  as  ye  that  ben 
strangers  ben  arryved  he?  in  gise  of1  werre  withoute  lici 
or  sane  condite,  |>e  king  chargeth  yon  that  in  al  hast  ye  remeve 
his  grownde;  ffor  if  ye  disobey  and  kepe  not  his  commaunde- 
ruent  ye  be  of  to  feble  power  for  to  resist  and  to  withstonde 
his  wil  of  you.     Wherefor  we  counsel  you  to  voide  in  hast." 

Jason  and  Ercules,  hering  his  message  fro  the  king,  weren 
som  dele  aggreued  in  hert,  answhering  in  this  wise:  "Sirres, 
sith  hit  is  |»e  kinges  lust  ]>at  we  so  sodenly  slmll  departe,  we 
shul  not  longe  soiowrne  he?;  but  of  infortune  we  ben  dryven 
hider  magre  oure  lust;  but  we  had  supposed  that  |?e  king  of 
his  goodnesse  wold  rather  haue  send  fore  vs  strangers  for  to 
haue  som  dele  refresshed  vs  then  in  this  wise  to  baunessh  vs 
hens,  thenking  him  oe  none  of  his  harme  in  goode  feithe, 
praying  you  to  sey  to  him  on  oure  part  that  sith  we  finde  his 
kindenesse  so  strange  to  vs  at  |>is  tynie  and  wol  not  suffre  vs 
in  no  wise  to  rest  on  his  lande,  onys  or  |;is  day  iij  vere,  if 
fortune  wol  suffre,  we  shall  aryve  somwhat  nere  him  w/t/toute 
licence,  save  condite,  or  protexion  of  him  or  eny  of  his;  je, 
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and  in  suche  wise  that  hit  shal  not  be  in  his  might  ue  power 
to  resist  ne  lette  oure  aryvaile  ne  taryiug  while  vs  best  lust." 

[III.    Of  Jason's  arrival  at  Calcos,  and  how  by  the  aid  of 
Medea  he  won  the  Golden  Fleece.] 

Thus  token  |>ei  here  leve  and  streite  to  shipp  and  wiude  at 
wil  tyl  pey  come  to  pe  hauen  of  Calcos,  where  anone  Sithes 
king  of  lond  come  himself  in  right  gentil  wise,  biynging 
peym  into  Jaconytes  his  cite  where  his  palis  was,  as  for  that 
tyme  making  al  pe  disporte  and  chere  that  might  be  don, 
charging  al  mauer  officers  so  to  attende  abought  theim  pat  pey 
[*Fol.  12b.]  lakke  no  *  thing  that  may  be  to  peire  plesaunce,  bidding  also 
the  faire  Medea  his  doughter  and  heire,  which,  as  Guydo 
writeth,  was  passing  eny  other  as  wel  of  beute  as  of  persone 
as  of  konnvng,  nurture,  and  knowing  of  al  the  sciences,  nigro- 
mancy,  magyk,  sorcery,  and  o]>er  encliauntementes  that  nowe 
ben  forbode,  that  she  shuld  do  al  pe  disporte  and  chere  to 
Jason  and  his  felashipp  that  she  coude  or  might  in  performyng 
of  hir  fader  wil. 

[Medea],  avising  alwey  pe  persone  of  Jason,  considering  his 
wortlii  berthe  of  blode  rial  and  his  grete  renowne  and  name 
of  worthinesse  preised  in  many  a  londe,  hath  take  to  ful 
purpos  to  finde  )>e  menys  and  weyes,  if  fortune  wol,  fore  to  be 
his  wife,  taking  no  regard  to  fader,  heritage,  ne  none  other 
worldely  richesse,  but  within  short  tyme  hath  founde  a  tyme, 
place  and  leysoure  to  pe  execucion  of  hir  eutent,  ffirst  enquer- 
ing  of  him  of  his  blode  and  berthe,  afterward  of  his  causes 
and  ioitrneyes  into  pat  contrey ;  whe?to  he  alwey  made  his 
answhere  and  told  hir  pe  trouthe  of  al  pat  she  axed  him  and 
of  the  emprise  that  he  had  take  on  honde.  To  whom  she  yaf 
anshwere  in  maner  as  she  pat  had  lost  hir  fraunchise  and  in 
maner  stode  vnder  his  power  and  he  innocent  and  not  knowing 
therof,  saying  to  him  in  pis  wise :  "  Hit  is  goode  pat  so  noble 
and  worthi  as  ye  be,  be  right  wele  avised  while  ye  stonde  at 
large  to  take  vppon  you  so  importable  a  charge  which  is  vn- 
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likely  and  impossible  fo?  eny  erthly  man  for  to  acheuej  ffor 
truly  in  |>a1  case  there  may  no  manhode  avayle,  and  arm  wr 
:i1"'  "'"!"'"  seruen  for  nojt;  ffor  er  thai  ye  come  to  |>eram,ye 
most  fight  with  ijbolis  of  brasse,  either  casting  outeat  |;emouthe 
fire  and  flawme  that  wol  bren  and  consume  eny  erthly  mater; 
which  bolysye  mos!  in  suche  wise  ouercome  thai  ye  shal  take 
hem  by  the  homes  and  so  lede  hem  to  ]■>■  yok  and  e?  |»-  londe 
with  he?  laboure.     That  don  and  ouercome  in  suche  wise,  ye 

r*Fol  13.  I*8'  -6te  aDd  6ght  With  a  draS°5'  maner  of  a  serpent,  whos 
Jvenym  is  so  contagius  }>at  |>e?  *  may  no  maner  of  metal!  abide 
the  mails  therof.  The  breth  of  hit  is  worse  |>en  eny  pestilens, 
and  |>ere  may  no  wepon  made  of  mater  perish  the  scales.  This 
ouercome  and  don,  ye  shal  come  to  the  ram,  which  is  with- 
oute  defence  or  resistens.  But  for  to  atteyne  so  ferre,  hit  is 
impossible  Core  eny  erthly  man." 

Jason,  remembring  we'll  euery  worde  and  perell,stode  some 
dele  asstonyed  of  himself,  answhering  ayen  and  seid  :  "Truly, 
my  lady  Medea,  of  yourgentil  warnyngand  counsel!  v  thonke 
you  as  your  owne  man  in  al  ]>at  \  can  or  may.  But,  truly, 
sith  that  I  haue  so  ferreforth  take  on  this  enprice,  I  shall  do 
my  f'ul  besynesse  and  power  to  acheue  it,  if  fortune  wol 
assent;  ffor  y  had  leuer  ende  and  die  with  worshipp  |>en 
endure  and  Ieve  in  repreue  and  shame;  ffor  then  might  euery 
man  sey  ]>at  Jason  had  vndertake  emprise  which  fore  couardise 
durst  not  holde  ne  complete." 

.Medea,  seing  his  manful  corage  reioysed  gretly  within  her 
bert,seying  to  him  in  thiswise:  "Right  worthi  Jason,  sith 
ye  list  in  no  wise  to  leve  your  yowrnay  for  the  grete 
worthinesse  and  manhode  that  I  haue  herd  of  you  so  that  ye 
wol  be  ensured  t,,  ,,„■  to  be  ruled  and  gouerned  after  me,  I 
trust  verely  to  shewe  you  suche  menys  and  weyes  that  ye  shall 
acheue  youre  pwrpos,  and  truly  withoute  me  ye  may  neuerhaue 
yourentenl  in  that  mater."  To  whom  Jason  answered  and 
-  id  that  truly  with  liert  and  wil  he  wold  be  ruled  as  she  list 
togonerne  him.  Whe?of  she,  right  fayne  and  glad,  founde  a 
place  and  tyme  at  more  leysoure  to  enforme  him. 
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The  night  next  folowing  she,  having  a  woman  of  hir  assent, 
^  '  sent  priuely  vnware  of  eny  man  after  Jason,  which  was  right 

glad  and  fayne  to  obey  Jiir  wiL  [and]  come  to  pe  chambre  of 
Medea  pat  also  wasTayne  of  his  commyng,  setting  him  down  on 
hir  beddes  side,  and  anone  vnclosed  a  litul  cofre  and  brought 
bifore  him  a  litul  ymage  of  golde  wherevppon  she  made  him 
to  swere  that  he  shuld  folowe  hir  entent  and  wil  in  al  thing. 
[*Fol.  13b.]  Jason,  alwey  desiring  to  fulfill  and  acheue  *  his  pwrpos, 
folowed  hir  wil  and  lust  in  al  thing. 

This  othe  and  ensurans  made,  she  seid  to  him :  "  Jason,  ye 
knowe  wele  that  I  am  doughter  and  hei?  to  J>e  king  my  ffader, 
and  I  desire  none  oper  thing  for  my  labour  in  saving  of  yowr 
life  and  worship  but  pat  ye  wold  take  me  before  al  other." 

Jason,  thenking  on  hir  noble  berthe,  grete  beute,  and  worthi 
estate,  graunted  thereto  with  ful  glad  che?  and  hert,  and  [they] 
were  the?vppon  ensured  on  ]>e  newe. 

Then  she  toke  him  a  litul  ymage  of  golde  pat  he  shuld  bere 
p?-iuely  on  him  ;  pe  which  was  a  siker  defence  ayenst  eny 
spirit.  Also  she  annoynted  his  body  oner  al  with  a  precious 
oyment,  pat  was  a  noble  defence  ayenst  al  maner  of  venyrn. 
She  toke  him  also  a  viol  with  a  oynement  for  to  cast  in  pe 
p rotes  of  pe  bolys  whan  pey  gape  vppoii  hym,  which  shal  en- 
glewe  peire  chaulys  togidre  and  bireve  theym  he?  might. 
Also  she  toke  him  a  ringe  with  a  stone  called  Achenes,  which 
shal  cause  him  to  be  invisible  so  neper  bolle  ne  dragon  shuld 
haue  no  sight  of  him.  .  She  toke  to  him  also  a  charme  writeii 
that  first  whan  he  come  to  pe  sight  of  pe  fendis  kneliug  with 
good  deuocion  shuld  sey  it. 

All  pes  thinges  receyued  and  tau^t,  toke  his  leve  of  Medea, 
and  went  to  hir  ffader  for  his  licens  to  go  touard  his  ioiwnay. 

The  king  seing  his  manly  corage  seid  to  hym  :  "  Jason, 
beth  right  wele  avised  er  that  ye  procede  eny  ferther  in 
yotwnay.  Consider  wel  pat  hit  is  impossible  for  eny  man 
for  to  acheue  that  purpos.  And  the?for  my  counsel  is  that 
ye  cese  perof ;  ffor  I  take  al  pe  goddis  to  recorde  and  witnesse 
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that  hit  is  doI  ray  nil  |>at  ye  Bhuld  bo  put  your  body  in  aven- 
tur  to  be  spilt,  of  which  truly  I  am  right  sory." 

Notwithstanding  all  the  Bermonyng,  Jason,  Ercules,  with 
all  |',-i?  lusty  company,  taken  thei?  leve  and  went  streite  to 
[*Fol.  14a.]  bote,  rowing  forthe  int.,  a  litul  :  ile  where  ]>e  ram  with  |>e 
ffles  of  gold  was  in  keping,  Jason,  entring  into  \>e  load  alone, 
leving  Ercules  with  al  his  peple  within  the  bote  charging 
theym  to  abide  the?  stil  vnto  \>e  tyme  |>at  ho  come  ayen,  tak- 
ing his  passage  ful  manly  vnto  [>e  tyme  that  h jme  to  the 

sight  of  ih(.  dredeful  bolys,  where  anone  kneling  on  hi-  knees 
seid  this  charme  as  he  was  taught  and  arose  vp,  taking  his 
paas  touard  ]>e  bolis,  which  with  horrible  and  grisfulJ  gaping 
cast  oute  fire  and  flawme.  Jason  ful  wisely  and  manly  toke 
his  viol  with  his  licowr  and  boldely  cast  it  into  }>eir  throtes, 
wheJwith  all  sodenly  thei?  chaulys  englewed  togidre  so  |,at 
al  theire  might  and  power  failed  and  cesed.  Jason,  ful  boldely 
toke  [■<  irn  by  \>e  homes,  pey  enclined  and  obeied  his  lusf 
to  |,c  yok  an.l  plogh,  with  whom  he  ered  ]>e  londe  as  paciently 
as  en}'  o]»er  beest. 

That  emprise  don,  toke  his  wey  streite  to  |>e  dragon,  which 
anone  cast  oute  suche  an  eif  with  venym  (hat  wold  enfecte  al 
a  contrey.  Jason,  holdyng  his  ring  on  his  honde,  went  streite 
to  him,  and  anone  ]>e  dragon  lost  sight,  power,  and  might. 
Where  Jason  toke  his  swerd  and  he  good  leysowr  smote  of  his 
hede,  and  anone  rased  oute  al  |>e  tethe  onto  of  his  hede  and  cas1 
hem  on  |>e  londe  that  he  had  plowed  with  |>e  bolys.  Of  which 
cursed  sede  spronge  vp  anone  thorgh  might  of  j>e  deuell  men 
armed,  which  eueryche  slewe  o]>er  anone  in  ]>at  tyde. 

That  so  don,  he  went  streite  to  ]>e  ram,  which  made  no 
defence  ayenst  him,  which  he  toke  by  \>e  homes  and  with  a 
knyfe  kutte  his  throte;  and  so  at  his  owne  leysowr  Howe  of 
his  riche  skyn,  taking  hit  with  him,  and  went  to  his  bote, 
whe?  Ercules  with  his  meyne  was  abiding  vppon  his  com- 
myng;  |;e  which  were  right  -lad  and  ioyful  of  his  commyng, 
-evn-  him  save  of  body.  During  al  which  tyme  Medea,  being 
111  an  hie  toure,  -awe  him  fro  pointe  to  poynte,  howe  he  per- 
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[*Fol.  14b.]  formed  his  emprise,  alwey  praying  *  to  hir  goddis  fore  his  goode 
spede. 

Jason,  entring  his  bote  with  his  flece  and  felaship,  returned 
ayen  to  king  Sithes,  ]>e  which  was  right  sory  pat  Jason  hadde 
won  so  ]»e  flees ;  but  alwey  made  him  faire  che?  outeward. 
But  som  elerkes  seyii  pat  king  Sithes  lete  make  ]>at  bolles  and 
dragon  in  so  horrible  wise  by  craft  of  nigromancy  to  kepe  his 
grete  tresowr. 

But  for  that  worthi  conquest  Jason  was  renowned  and 
named  as  for  j>e  worthiest  conquerowr  in  eny  londe  bycause 
the?of  specially.  Vppon  which  gilden  flece  al  the  courte  and 
peple  come  rennyng  fore  to  mervaile  and  wonder  the?vppon, 
euery  man  se}'ing  his  avice  pervppon. 

The  night  folowing,  after  his  co?mnyng  ayen,  Medea,  being 
in  hir  chamb?  alone,  sent  priuely  after  Jason,  which  with  fill 
hert  and  will  come  to  hir  vnware  of  eny  persone,  telling  hir 
euery  dele  of  his  iowrney,  of  which  she  was  right  glad  and 
joyfull  so  pat  he  last  within  hir  chambre  al  pat  night,  whe? 
betweii  hem  two  they  founde  a  tyme  and  leysowr  fore  to  stele 
awey  be  night  into  Grece  with  the  flece  of  golde  and  al  )>e 
tresour  of  ]>e  king  hir  ffader,  which  was  to  ]>e  confusion  (if 
Medea;  ffor  afterward  he  left  hir  in  grete  myschef,  and  toke 
anoper  lady.  And  he  hadde  by  Medea  ij  sones.  And  by- 
cause  they  were  so  like  Jason,  Medea  slewe  hem  bothe.  But 
of  hir  I  speke  no  more  at  this  tyme. 

[III1.    How,  at  Pelleus'  bidding,  Hercules  and  his  comrades 
sack  and  destroy  the  city  of  Troy.] 

And  whaii  Jason  and  Ercules  were  come  to  Grece,  Pelleus 
to  al  mennys  sight  made  hem  ]>e  grettest  cheer  that  euer  man 
might,  but  in  hert  hit  was  }>e  contrary.  Jason,  telling  Pelleus 
his  vncle  of  al  his  aventures  whe?of  he  made  him  full  ioyfull, 
(and)  told  him  also  howe  he  was  in  a  tempest  dreven  into  Troy 
where  Lamedon  king  sent  auone  charging  vs  to  voide  his  lond 
oil  peyfi  of  deth,  which  was  to  vs  a  ful  grete  disconfort  after 
oure  grete  labour  in  pe  see.     Whe?vppon  we  made  oure  grete 
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othes  and  by  bis  messengers  sent  him  worde  |-.it  er  thre  yere 
were  passed,  we  wold  aryve  a  lit  1 1 1  nere  him  to  his  disese  and 
[*Fol.  15a.]  harme  if  thai  we  might.     Wherfor  :|"  we  pray  you  vncle  of 
your  goode  help  and  succowr  in  this  mater. 

Pelleus  anone  with  good  hert  graunted  theire  desire,  saying 
that  he  wold  go  himself  with  |>eim  in  |»at  iournay,  sending 
Ercules  to  his  cosyn  Thalamon  king  of  Messene  with  certen 
lettres  and  tokenes  that  he  shuld  come  with  al  |>a1  he  mi 
gete,  sending  him  also  to  the  two  worthi  kingges  and  brethei 
Castor  and  Pollux  king  of  Sparrus  and  breberen  to  Elyn 
quene  of  Tyndarus  and  also  to  duke  Philon,  that  was  lorde  of 
the  grete  prouince  of  Grece.  And  al  with  goode  wil  graunted 
euerychone  at  Pelleus  desire  to  go  with  him  to  Troy. 

Pelleus  in  al  hast  possible  made  his  retenue.  And  with  al 
|>es  worthi  lordes  moustred  in  a  faire  grene  playne,  which  was 
aii  houge  multitude  of  peple,  taking  thei?  shippes  they1  had 
wedur  and  wi.nde  at  will  til  |>ey  come  to  ]>e  riall  haven  called 
Symeont  or  Tenadoune  right  nygh  J>e  noble  cite  of  Troy, 
which  haven  bey  toke  within  [>e  nyght. 

Pelleus  anone  assembled  his  lordes  togidre  and  seid  to 
theym  in  this  wise:  "Sirres,  ye  knowe  )'e  cause  of  oure  com- 
myng  hidre, and  forwhat  purpos,and  (;enk  well  \>ai  Lamedon 
is  right  manly  and  wise  and  cruel  of  honde.  Wherefor  but 
we  preve  wile  oure  manhode  oure  name  is  lost  foreeuer." 

Ercules,  answhering  ayefi  seid:  "Yif  ye  wol  !»•  ruled  be 
myn  avice  and  counsel,  I  trust  fully  to  acheue  oure  purpos." 
To  whom  |>ei  graunted  euerychone  to  ben  ruled.  "Then  my 
counsel]  is  that  king  Castor  take  with  him  a  suffisani  felaship 
and  he  putte  oute  bifore,  shewing  him  oponly  bifore  the  cite 
with  baners  displaied  ;  king  Thalamon  with  ano|»er  felashipp 

priuely  as  hit  we?  in  a  bussbement  if lebe  to  succour;  Pelleus 

with  al  his  peple  abiding  he?  -till.  And  if  hit  nede,  to  he  suc- 
cour and  rescue  to  theyfn  hothe,  Jason  and  I  with  ano)>er 
meyne  all  priuely  er  the  day  spring  ley  vs  all  priuely  vnder 
the  vynes  vnder  |»e  wallis  of  ]»e  cite  so  that  whan  Lam& 

'  MS.  and. 
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skarmeshith  with  you,  we  shal  fal  bitweQ  theym  and  pe 
towne ;  and  so  bitwen  you  and  vs  for  to  take  and  sle  hem 
[*Fol.  lob.]  and  *  perauenture  wy5  the  towne  also,  that  is  richely  stuffed 
with  al  maner  of  tresowr,  wherewith  we  may  freight  al  oure 
shippes  and  lede  iftto  Grece."  Al  the  lordes,  thenking  his 
counsell  goode,  folowed  his  entent. 

Castor  in  be  mornyng  shewing  him  oponly  bifbre  ]>e  cite 
with  baners  displaied  iu  the  felde  in  the  sight  of  Lamedon 
and  al  be  cite,  anone  Lamedon  assembled  his  peple  and  with 
manly  corage  yssed  oute  at  the  yates,  meting  with  Castor,  and 
in  suche  wise  skarmeshed  with  him  that  he  slewe  grete  parte 
of  his  ppple,  and  had  not  Thalamon"  come  the  rather  with 
succour,  hadde  slayne  Castor.  But  Thalamon  brak  so  sodenly 
vppofi  Lamedon  pat  he  slewe  grete  peple  of  Troy.  But  alwey 
thei  of  be  cite  yssed  out,  and  at  be  last  put  Thelamon  and 
Castor  to  disconfite.  Then  Pelleus  brak  oute  with  a  fers 
company,  skarmeshing  ful  longe  tyme  with  be  Troians,  sley- 
ing  ful  moche  peple  on  bothe  parties.  Then  brak  oute  Jason 
and  Ercules  and  we?  sodenly  in  )>e  bak  of  be  Troians  that 
so  bitwen  Ercules  and  be  Grekes  be  Troians  weren  slayii  and 
disconfite,  Jason,  keping  still  the  yatis  of  the  cite  where 
)>ey  smeteu  of  the  hede  of  Lamedon  and  cast  hit  vnder  horse 
fete,  sleing  al  be  remencrant.  And  so  passeden  into  be  cite, 
where  they  left  ou  lyve  nober  man,  woman,  ne  ehilde,  dispoyl- 
ing  al  be  cite  of  thei?  richesse  and  tresoure,  stuffing  ful  he? 
shippes  therwith,  p;rseruyng  Exeona  doughter  of  king  Lame- 
doii  oii  lyve  bycause  of  hir  beute.  But  they  casten  downe  ]»e 
cite  and  laft  no  stone  stonding  vppon  other,  but  made  hit 
playne  eueii  with  the  soyle. 

[V.    How  Priamus,  son  to  king  Laomedon,  rebuilds  the  city 
of  Troy.] 

This  veugeaunce  so  cruelli  don,  token  their  shippes,  ledvng 
Exeona  with  al  o]»er  tresoure  with  theym  into  Grece.  At 
which  tyme  was  Priamus,  son  and  ei?  to  king  Lamedon,  lying 
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at  |v  3ege  bifor  a  castell,  whether  tydingea  come  to  him  of  al 
|>is  strong  vengeau[n]ce.  He,  al  distroubled  and  mased  of 
al  thea  sorowful  tydingges,  sodenly  laft  |;e  sege  ami  come 

[*Fol.  16a.]  home,  whe?  he  fonde  no  -t stondyng  *  vppon  other,  bul 

al  was  playn  leyde  with  the  erthe,  for  sorowe  of  which,  as  we] 
for  (fader,  suster,  and  oJ>er  firende  and  fore  all  the  other  harme, 
despite,  and  shame,  he  toke  suche  an  hevinesse  that  longe 
tyme  he  was  oute  of  himself.  But  by  presses  of  tyme  with 
conforl  of  frendes  lie  was  drawefi  to  sadness,,  ayen.  And 
anone  ther'aft?  lie  toko  to  ful  purpose  to  reedefy  and  bilde 
]'<■  .iic  ofnewe,  and  in  snche  wise  that  hit  shuld  not  so  lightly 

ben  lost,  and  in  al  hast  sende  int any  a  contrey  and  diuerse 

londe  for  ]>e  moost  prudent  and  wisesi  men  of  craft  that  might 
be  founde  and  gete,  sparing  for  no  cosl  ne  expense,  purposing 
fully  to  make,  suche  a  cite  and  so  strong  that  he  wold  neuer 
drede  for  none  enemy  noj'er  for  werre  ne  pees.  To  which 
the?  cam  ful  many  a  crafty  mason,  carpenter,  smyth,  and  al 
o|'er  ]>at  longeth  to  suche  occupaciorl,  that  hadden  ful  redy 
knowlache  and  koranyng  as  wel  in  gemetry  as  in  other  sotel 
insight  of  werkes,  where  they  toke  he?  markes  and  mesures 
of  lengthe  and  compasse  of  the  cite,  the  which  was  made  so 
large  that  a  grete  ryver  ran  |>orgb  the  middes,  whe?on  was 
sette  many  a  mylle  and  stuff  of  lissh  ynogh  within  )>e  same, 
al  mane;'  of  cornes  and  frutes  growing  within  Recite,  pastures, 
wede,  and  medewe,  so  that  |>ey  shuld  neuer  Qede  of  no  thing 
withoute;  ffor,  as  Guydo  seith,  hit  was  iij  daies  iourney 
abought  the  wallis.  Which  wallis  were  l'evsed  of  iiij  cubites 
of  hejt,  and  toured  so  thik  that  entry  toure  might  succour 
other,  and  euery  toure  lx  cubites  hier  )»en  |>e  wallis,  and  bothe 
wallis  and  toures  fid  bigely  mascolde  with  depe  diche  and 
double,    ful    mighty  contremured  so  that   if  eny   mafi    were 

[*Fol.  lei..]  within  he  might  neuer  oute  witAoute  help.  *Ori  which  cite 
was  sette  vj  yates,  of  which  |>e  firs!  high!  Dardanydes,  tie- 
second  Tymbria,  the  third  Elias,  the  iiij'1'  Sethas,  the  lilt 
Tamydes,  the  vj  Troianaail.  And  bifore  euery  of  fches  was 
set  a  strong  bulwerk  as  mighti  a-  eny  castell  with  barres  and 
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heps  for  a  sure  defence.  There  were  also  many  smale  posternes 
with  planchettfs,  if  nede  were  to  issue  oute  as  wel  in  tyme  of 
pes  as  of  werre.  He  lete  make  also  bi  the  one  side  of  the 
towne  an  houge  and  a  mi^ti  dungeon,  a  toure  that  was  hie  and 
thik  ]>at  no  ordenawnce  shuld  hurt  him,  diched  aud  counter- 
mured  strongely,  within  which  Priamws  held  his  palis,  and 
[it]  was  called  Ilyon.  He  lete  make  also  his  worj'i  temple 
of  his  goddis,  ful  richely  arraied,  where  he  made  his  rightes 
and  sacrafices. 

This  cite  fully  made  and  performed,  Priamus  sending  into 
many  a  londe  and  towne  for  the  moost  subtile  men  of  all 
maner  of  craftes  that  might  be  gete  aud  fouude,  yeving  j>eym 
bothe  house  and  londe  fre  as  fore  ]>ei?  owne  lyves,  setting 
euery  craft  by  }>eymself,  stuffing  the  cite  also  with  laborers 
and  comeners  for  to  labour  and  plogh,  sending  also  into 
many  a  co?itrey  for  the  manlyest  meii  of  werre  }>at  might  be 
goten,  stuffing  euery  toure  abought  ]>e  cite  with  theym  to 
defende  the  cite  if  nede  we?,  assignyng  to  euery  toure  a  certefi 
of  lyvelode  for  thei?  wages  eternaly  to  endure.  Within  which 
cite  there  was  al  maner  of  commodities  so  that  theym  nede  no 
thing  to  seche  withoute  while  pe  worlde  may  endure,  ne|>er 
for  man  ne  beest.  This  cite  [was]  so  worthely  made  and 
stuffed,  Priamus  ful  rialli  dwelling  in  his  palis  with  Ecuba 
his  cpiene,  having  abought  theym  he?  children  Ector,  Parys, 
Deyphebus,  Elacyus  that  was  a  noble  clerk,  Troylus,  Pallio- 
[*Fol.  17a.]  dorus,  *  and  Gamenede  that  died;  of  doughteres,  Granchia 
that  was  maried  to  Eneas,  Cassandra  a  ful  grete  dyueneras,  and 
Pollixene,  and  also  of  o)>er  sones  goten  on  purchas  xxx1!  ful 
worthi  knightes. 

[VI.    How    Antenor   is  sent  to  Greece  to    regain  his  aunt 
Exeona,  and  of  his  failure  to  achieve  his  purpose.] 

Priamus,  thus  being  in  his  grete  ese  and  welthe,  remembring 
him  vppon  a  day  on  }»e  grete  cruelte  don  to  him,  his  lordis 
euerychone  saying  to  );eim  in  this  wise :  "  Sirres,  ye  knowen 
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will  ..('  be  grete  vengeaunce  ami  eruelte  don  t ire  amir. 

and  destruxion  of  oure  cite  and  tresoure  by  be  Grekea  and  oi 
be  taking  and  ravesshing  of  ray  Buster  Exeona,  bal  is  yii 
holder!  :iml  \s.(l  of  king  Talamon  to  hir  opon  and  grete 
disclaundre  and  shame  and  oures  also,  (lie  which  greueth  me 
more  then  al  the  o|ht  harmes.  Wherefor,  be  your  goode 
avise  and  counsell,  I  am  fully  purposed  fin-  to  sende  vnto  be 
Grekes  to  wite  whether  they  woll  reforme  and  amend  eny  of 
bes  grete  wronges  other  no."  To  which  purpose  al  the  lordes 
consented  and  saideii  hit  were  wel  don  to  assay  the?  wil  therin. 

Then,  for  asmoche  as  Antenor  was  Darned  and  knowen  for 
the  moosl  pruden)  and  wisest  man  of  al  bat  contrey  and  in 
many  ano|>er  londe  also,  Priamus  sent  him  vppon  his  message 
and  enbasset  into  Grece  vnto  Pilleus,  saying  in  this  wise  i 
"Priamus  king  of  Troy  wold  bat  ye  remembre  on  be  grete 
wronge  and  vengeable  eruelte  doii  to  king  Lamedon  his  ffader 
and  to  his  cite  of  Troy,  and  praied  sofa  dele  to  amende  and 
reforme  his  grete  wrong  and  distruxion  and  taking  awey  of 
al  beire  tresoure,  and  in  especyall  be  withholding  so  longe 
of  his  suster  Exeona  to  his  grete  shame  and  al  hir  leyn  and 
fri  i ides." 

To  whom  Pelleus  answhered  and  seid  :  "If  that  Priamus 
hold  him  greued  or  displesed  of  eny  thing  doii  by  vs  bifor 
this  tyme,  sey  to  him  that  lie  take  amendis  the?for  where  that 
he  may  ;  ffor  truly  of  vs  gete  he  noujt." 

Antenor,  seing  that  hit  was  no  bote  to  tary  the?  no  lenger, 
he  went  streite  to  king  Thalamoii,  and  on  PHamMS  bihalf 
[*Pol.  17b.]  praied  him  to  restore  ayen  his  suster  Exeona  *  that  he  had  so 
longe  bothe  vsed  and  occupied,  taking  no  reward  of  hir  berth 
ne  of  the  goddis.  To  whom  he  yaf  answhere  and  seid :  "Sey 
to  Priamus  |>at  ayenst  his  wil  and  lust  I  brought  hir  hider, 
and  at  his  de-ire  y  wol  never  sende  hir  ayen,  and  for  his  sake 
she  shal  fare  the  worse." 

Antenor,  having  his  ans where,  wenl  streite  to  Castor  and 
Pollux,  preying  theym  on  Priamus  bihalf  somwhat  for  to 
make   restitucion   of  the  grete   wronges  and    harmes  don   to 
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theym,  to  his  fader  and  oper  of  Troy.  Which  yauefi  answhe? 
and  seiden  that  if  Priamus  held  him  rnysplesed  for  oure  dedis 
don  at  Troy  bifor  this  tyme,  byd  him  hold  him  wel  the?to 
lest  he  take  more  he?aft?  if  he  noyse  it  to  moehe. 

Anterior,  having  thes  finel  answheres,  toke  his  shipp  and 
retwned  to  Troy,  and  made  ful  report  of  al  }»ei?  answheres. 

Priamws,  right  gretly  meued  of  pes  answheres,  called  bifor 
him  Ector  and  al  his  sones  with  all  his  o)>er  lordes,  making 
Antenor  decla?  to  hem  al  ];e  croked  answheres,  whe?of  they 
were  al  greued  sore. 

[VII.    Of  the  rape  of  Helen  by  Paris.] 

Priamus,  calling  his  soli  Ector,  seying  to  him  that  foras- 
moche  as  pe  Grekes  have  don  vs  pes  grete  wronges  and  harmes 
and  also  eternal  shame  and  taking  and  yit  withholding  of  tin 
annte  Exeona,  and  for  all  this  haue  y  but  short  answhere,  I 
am  avised  to  ordeyne  a  retenue  of  manly  and  worthli  men, 
and  to  send  the  thider  with  theym  as  hi?  capten  for  to  be 
avenged  vppofi  the  Grekes  and  bring  fro  thens  Exeona  thyne 
aunte. 

Ector  answhering  his  ffader  seid :  "  Hit  is  well  don  to  be 
wel  avised  or  ye  sende  in  suche  [wise]  thidre,  and  to  take  so 
grete  a  ptwpos  and  emprise  into  suche  a  londe  as  Grece  is  hit 
were  gode  to  thenk  on  the  ende :  ffor  |>e  shame  of  my  aunte 
is  moche  lesse  pen  the  losse  of  many  a  thousand  ly  ves." 

His  brother  Paris  hering  him  sey  pes  wordes  seid  vnto  his 
fader :  "  Of  hit  lust  you  to  late  me  haue  a  retenue,  I  wol 
vndertake  to  fecche  home  my  aunte  oJ>er  I  wol  do  theym  as 
grete  shame  or  that  I  depcwte  fro  thens." 
[*Fol.  18a.]  Ector  answhering  his  brother  seid  :  *  "  Brother,  hit  is  goode 
to  be  wele  avised,  for  al  )>e  might  of  Europ  and  Aufrik  ben 
allied  and  vnder  subieccioii  to  Grece  and  many  another  mighti 
region,  and  to  vs  is  noper  help  nor  succotw  longing  saue  only 
]>e  province  of  Assie  which  is  right  simple  ayenst  al  oure 
enemyes. 
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Paris,  taking  no  reward  to  be  worde8  of  Ector  oe  to  no 
thing  |'ai  foloweth,  but  hath  fully  taken  his  pwrpos,  be  iowrnay, 
vppon  him,  praying  iiis  fader  thai  peple  and  shipping  mighi 
be  red y  in  has!  with  suche  stuff  thai  nedeth  therefor  perteyn- 
ing  and  longing  fur  his  estate. 

( )t'  which  enprise  and  coragious  wil  his  ffader  be  king  was 
righl  glad  and  lay ne,  and  in  al  hast  sent  into  al  the  pewties 
nt'  his  londe  lor  be  best  and  manliest  men  that  he  might  finde, 
and  made  vpp  Ins  retenue,  ordeynyng  shippes  and  al  o]>er 
stuff  that  shnld  long  to  him  so  bat  hit  was  al  redy,  as  wel 
stuff  of  vitaile  as  o]>er  ordenaunce,  for  ]>o  werre,  bothe  for 
water  and  for  bond. 

Paris  mostring  his  peple  toke  leve  and  blessing  of  ffader 
and  moder  and  went  to  ship))  and  hadde  weder  and  winde  at 
wvll,  arryved  in  an  ile  of  Grece  called  Citheron,  of  which  ]»e 
worthi  king  Menelaus  was  lord  (of),  and  of  fortune  at  that  tyme 
was  from  home  for  a  title  that  he  claymed  in  Tesaile.  Paris 
with  his  felashipp  being  in  this  ile,  in  which  there  was  a 
temple  of  Diane  the  grete  goddess,  at  be  which  tyme  |>e  grete 
sollempnite  and  vigil  of  ]>e  seid  goddes  was  holdeS.  To 
whieh  sacrafices  and  offering  al  be  peple  of  )>e  contrey  abought 
was  come  thider  fore  to  do  bei?  olde  costumes  and  dewtees. 
To  which  temple  Paris  with  a  certen  of  his  felashipp  come  for 
to  se  be  vsages  of  bat  contrey. 

Havre  Elyii  queue  and  wife  to  kyng  Menelay,  hering  of  be 
commyng  of  Paris  into  be  temple,  come  with  a  certen  of  hir 
maidones  pryveli  to  haue  a  sight  of  that  yonge  lusty  Paris, 
taking  hir  place  on  ]>e  one  side  of  the  temple  whe?  Paris  with 
one  suche  as  him  lust  of  his  felaship  made  his  walke  and 
stacions,  easting  alwey  his  eye  and  sight  priuely  touard  the 
[*Fol.  lSb.]  fayre  *  Elyn  which  sodenly  was  so  planted  in  his  hert  ]'at  al 
other  besynes-e  was  foryete  and  leide  aside 

Elyn,  being  in  her  closet,  seing  this  fressh  lusty  Pari-  SO 
wel  demenyng  in  his  aray  walking  alwey  beside  to  and  fro, 
Bodenly  was  so  sette  in  hir  hert  bat  al  ober  thinges  she  for- 
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yete,  stryving  with  hirself  how  to  fiude  a  mene  for  to  be  in 
speche  with  him,  Parys  in  like  wise  turmentyng  in  his  mynde 
howe  to  fiude  a  wey  to  come  to  hir  presence.  Amonge  which 
brennyng  thoughts  sode?ily  he  laft  his  felawe  and  went  streite 
into  ]>e  closet  of  Elyn,  whe?of  she  [was]  ]>e  gladdest  woman 
on  live,  having  him  in  hir  presence,  they  two  holding  j>eym 
so  longe  togider  in  the  temple  J>at  either  hadde  fill  knowlache 
of  oJ>eris  hert ;  where  there  was  no  ioy  to  seche.  Atte  which 
tyme  hit  was  fully  appoynted  and  accorded  bitwen  ]>eym  two 
];ot  she  shuld  go  with  Parys  to  Troy.  They  sette  hir  tyme 
and  houre  of  thei?  going. 

Parys  taking  his  leve  of  hir  went  streyte  vnto  his  shipp, 
charging  al  his  peple  in  he?  best  array  to  wayte  vppofi  him 
and  also  his  shipmen  that  his  shipp  were  vnder  saile. 

In  ]>e  poynte  of  the  day  Paris  with  his  felashipp  taking  his 
wey  ayen  to  pe  temple,  taking  Elyn  by  the  houde,  dispoiling 
]>e  temple  of  all  )>e  jewelles  and  relikes  founden  thefin,  hold- 
yng  his  wey  streite  vnto  )>e  palis  of  king  Melany,  robbing, 
dispoiling,  and  taking  awey  with  hirn  all  pe  richesse  and 
tresoure  founden  therwithin,  carving  hit  to  shippes  witli  all 
hole  oper  richesse  and  goodes  founde  within  the  ile,  Elyn 
and  he  with  all  pei?  felashipp  entring  thei?  vesselles,  drowen 
vp  saile,  with  winde  at  wyll  went  pei?  wey,  holding  ]>e  hie  see 
til  they  come  to  pe  lordc.s  of  Trove  into  an  ile  called  Tededoii 
where  they  londed  and  rested  theym,  sending  to  his  ffader 
king  Priamus  certefying  him  holy  as  hit  was  fortuned. 

Priamus  ful  glad  in  hert  fore  |>e  taking  of  Elyn,  trusting 
by  hir  to  haue  hadde  ayen  his  suster — but  hit  turned  afterward 
to  moche  more  myschef  on  bothe  parties — Priamus,  taking 
with  him  Ector,  Troylus,  and  all  his  o}>er  childeren  and  lord  as, 
[*Fol.  19a.]  (and)  come  to  )>e  ile  of  Teledon,  whe?  Paris,  *  Elyn,  and  al 
he?  oper  felashipp,  was  abiding  ]>e  wil  of  Priamus ;  the  which 
anone  lete  aray  and  ordeine  )>e  mariage  bitwen  Paris  and  Elyn. 
After  which  they  anone  conveied  hir  ful  rially  into  Troy, 
where  they  begon  hir  ful  lusty  lyfe. 
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[Vlii.    How  the  Greeks,  at  Menelaus  bidding,  collect  a  fleet 
ami  sail  againsl  Troy.] 

After  which  ravesshiug  of  Elyn,  ]><•  grete  noyse  arose  sodenly 
thorgh  oute  be  ile  of  Sitheren  ami  so  thorgh  al  |?e  londe  of 
Grece  vnto  |;e  fcyme  thai  hit  come  to  |>e  eris  of  king  Menelay 
where  lie  was  in  strange  contrey.  Bfor  sorowe  of  which  he 
fell  in  suche  a  soden  rage  that  he  had  ny  distroied  himself. 

But  as  sotie  as  he  myjt  apese  his  mortal  sorowe  he  retur 1 

home  into  Sitheron  whe?  he  fonde  his  palis,  the  temple,  and 
al  l'e  ile  abought,  clene  dispoyled  of  :il  be  richesse,  tresour, 
ami  o)'er  goodis  that  was  within;  |>e  which  in  suche  wise 
renewed  his  sorowe-  that  he  was  ny  I'al  into dispaire.  But  by 
prosses  of  tyme,  with  grete  confort  and  labow  of  frendes,  he 
was  repaired  to  his  wisdom  and  sadnesse,  sending  in  all  hast 
vnto  Castor  and  Pollux  brethereB  of  queue  Elyn  pat  must  be 
chef  fore  the  pursute  of  Elyn,  sending  also  vnto  al  \>e  frendes 
that  they  might  gete  in  eny  contreto  ben  venged  on  beTroians. 
The  Grekes,  holding  hem-elf  so  rial  and  worthi,  had  ful 
grete  despite'  bat  eny  Troians  shuld  he  so  hardy  to  do  eny  so 

greto terage  and  shame  w/t/dn  their  londes.     Wherevppon 

they  holy  toke  fully  to  purpose,  euery  lorde  at  his  owne  cos! 
and  charge,  to  he  avenged  of  that  grete  despite  in  al  |>e  hast 
possible,  commyng  to  king  Menelay  in  this  wise:  Hirst  |>e 
worthi  Achilles,  Dyomede,  king  Tendalus,  the  worthi  king 
AgamenoS  that  was  made  gouernoiw  of  be  Grekes  oost,  king 
Patroclus,  king  Cylyus,  king  Arax,  king  Telamws,  Vlixes, 
king  Prothesilaus,  Neptolomys,  king  Pallamydes,  king  Pollv- 
dami/.v,  Makary.  be  king  of  Parce,  the  king  of  Daymes, 
Amphimachus,1  king  Pollibete,  Mathaon,  and  Pollidrus,  duke 
Antiphis  of  Esida  and  of  Eriale,  Polliphebus,  Carpenor  king 
[*Fol.  19b.] of  Capady,  Trerariu*  king  of  Beysa,  l'e  king  of  Barbary, 
Cariac  |»e  king  of  Coloson,  be  king  Philex  of  Trace,  duke 
Ampheus,  duke  fifbrcunw*  of  ]>e  ile  of  Bosy,  king  Philanyme 
of  Tigre,  king  I'orces,  king  Sygamon  with  his  two  bretheren 
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of  Ethiope,  Terenes  king  of  Dares,  Arcliiligus,  king  Epistro- 
phus.  All  which  kinges  eueryek  broujt  a  grete  nombre  of 
shippes  stuffed  sufficiently  in  ]>e  moost  might!  wise  as  well  of 
man  as  of  vitayle,  beside  many  auoj'er  lorde  that  come  at  ]>e 
desire  of  ]>es  said  lordes  to  ben  avenged  vppon  |>e  Troians. 

The  king  Priamus,  having  knowlage  of  pis  grete  purpos 
taken  ayenst  him  in  so  ferueut  wise,  ordeined  full  manly  and 
wisely  by  )>e  coimsell  of  Ector  to  resist  j»eire  malis  in  stuffing 
pe  cite  with  vitaile;  ]>en  ordeynyng  so  grete  a  nombre  of  men 
'J  of  werre  so  that  he  hadde  of  kingges,  dukes,  and  o]>er  grete 
lordes  of  name  iij  and  xiij,  bringing  with  theym  v°  thousand 
and  xxiiij  thousand  beside  al  o)»er  stuff  of  pe  cite,  repayring 
ful  strongly  al  the  defence  of  the  cite. 

The  Grekes,  assembling  and  mostring  al  ]»eir  mi^ti  and 
houge  power  in  a  day  vppon  a  faire  jdayne  wbich  was  ful 
mervelouse  to  beholde;  where  anone  was  ordeined  euery  man 
to  be?  barneys  to  shipp,  and  euery  capten  their  vesselles 
assigned. 

Drawing  vp  ancre  and  sayle,  having  weder  and  winde  at 
will,  oii  aii  hole  flete  say  ling  togidf  vnto  ]>e  tyme  that  they 
come  within  ]>e  bondis  of  Troy  into  the  haven  of  Symeont. 

[IX.    Of  the  various    battles   between   the  Greeks   and   the 
Trojans,  and  of  the  signal  prowess  of  Hector.] 

Of  which  arryvale  anone  king  Priamus  having  ful  know- 
lage, purposed  fully  to  lette  ]>eir  arryvale,  ordeynyng  Ector; 
Paris,  and  Troilus  with  grete  nombre  of  peple  to  lette  ]»eir 
aryvale  if  they  might. 

The  Grekes,  having  knowlage  of  )>eir  pwrpos  ayenst  theym, 
purveied  their  londing  in  ful  wise  aray  and  goode  ordenaunce 
in  saluacion  of  theymself.  Notwithstonding  which,  Ector 
with  his  felashipp  yaf  ]>eim  suche  batayle  at  ]>eire  lauding  that 
there  was  slayne  on  ]>e  Grekes  part  xxiij  m!  and  iiijc  men. 
And  Ector  Im/iself  there  slewe  king  Protheselay  and  mo  J'en 
[*Fol.  20a.]  a  thousand  men  with  *  his  owne  honde.  After  which  Ector 
returned  ayeii  to  Troy. 
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The  Grekes  al   |'at   nighl  commyng  to  loude,  (and)  in    }<>■ 
■    day  come  in   bole  batail   bifore  the  cite  with  so 

grete  Ititude  of  peple  that  they  mail'  wij  grete  wardes 

with  fid  mighti  ordenaunce  in  euery  warde.    And  chef  capten 
and  cheften  of  al  ]>c  Grekes  pari  during  |>e  sege  was  kin.;'*" 
Agamenon  and  on  ]><■  Troians  pari  was  Ector  chosen. 

Having  ful  grete  aspies  of  theire  commyng  that  mornyng 
befor  Troy,  ordeynyng  a  certefi  of  peple  with  him  [Hector] 
met  |>eym  in  \>e  felde,  skarraeshing  togider  til  derk  uyght, 
where  Ector  himself  slewe  ij  kinges,  and  grete  parte  [were]«« 
slayne  on  bothe  parties,  but  |>e  more  part  on  |>e  Grekes  side. 
Alter  which  day  in        skarmeshing  during  viij 

mouth  and  grete  slaughter  on  bothe  parties,  and  namely  on 
|'e  Grekes  pa?'t. 

After  which   feruent    werre  was  taken   a  trete  during  xlt.''V 
dayes  for  to  releve  men  hurt  on  bothe  sides, 
[*Fol.  2la.]      *  Atte  which  trety  Ector  ordeined  vppon  on  day  with  \um 
liis  bretheren,  Paris,  Troilus,  and   Deyphebus,  with  a  gr 
uombre  of  peple,  to  6ghf  with  hem.     Atte  which  skarmyssh 
was  slayfi  xxx  m1  and  vijc  on  bothe  parties.     And  the?  was*" 
Deyphebus  slayn,  and  on  |>e  Grekcs  part,  king  Archiligus, 
Potroclus,  and   king  Amphimachus.     But  alwey  \>e  Grekes 
turned  home  at  nyffht  with  the  worse.     Which  skarmeshing 
engendred  so  grete  hate  <md  envy  on  bothe  parties  that  |>ey 

hed  and  fought  dayely  togidre  withoute  eny  speche  of1-* 
trety  ij  yere  and  iij  monthe;  within  which  terme  was  grete 
multitude  slayn  on  bothe  sides,  and  principally  on  ]'e  Grekes 
side. 

King  Agamenon.  seing  ]>o  grete  myschef  and  losse  of  peple, 
ling   into  Troy  to    Priamws  for  a  trety  that   endured   vjjo 
monthe;  within  |>e  which,  either  p<//-ty  had  her  disporte  with 
other,  as  will   |»e  Grekes  into  \>e  cite  as  \>e  Troians  amonge  p>e 
( rrekes. 

Vnder  which  trety  ( lalcas  of  Troy,  a  bisshopp,  a  grete  clerk, 
a  devinour,  founde  by  his  calculacion  and  by  ]>e  answhe?  of 3* 
lii-  goddis  that  Troj  shuld  be  destroied  within  short  tyme. 
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Taking  fulli  to  purpos  to  leve  |;e  Troians  aud  to  go  to  be 

Grekes  which  was  ful  wortheli  and  nobely  receyued  of  ]>e  Grekes 

for  his  gret  name  and  fame,  the  Grekes  purposing  to  gif  him 

a  rule  and  gouernaunce  among  theym,  trusting  within  short 

J"tyme  by  his  wisdom  to  acheue  he?  purpose  ayenst  Troy,  ffor 

what  by  his  hie  wisdom  and  answhere  of  his  goddis  and  also 

bycause  he  knewe  al  be  counsell  of  Troy  he  wold  the  rather 

bring  hit  to  confusion.     And  so  by  his  false  sleghtes  and 

vutrue  wyles  did  and  performed. 

10     After  which  trety  ended,  ]>e?  bigan  a  newe  feruent  werre, 

skarmeshing   daiely    togider    bat   peple   was   slayn    oii    both 

parties  ful  grete  and  houge  nomb?.     ffortuned  vppon  a  day 

Ector  come  proudely  skarmeshing  with  theim  fro  morow  til 

derk  nyght.     At  which  day  the  Troians  had  be  worse :  ffor 

O'there  was  slayn  king  Epistrophis,  and  king  Eros  and  Anterior 

a  ful  famoits  lorde  and  chef  couuseloure  of  Troy  [were]  taken 

with  many  anoj'er  worthi  lorde.     Bycause  of  which  ]>ei  resort 

[*Fol.  21b.]  daily  to  so  feruent  and  mortal]  werre  that  hit  endured  *  xviij 

monthe  withoute  eny  speclre  of  trety  so  ]>at  ]>e  peple  oil  both 

i«  parties  were  gretely  amenesed  and  lost ;  but  oil  be  Grekes  part 
bey  weren  oft  refresshed,  and  on  Troy  part  no  succowr  but 
euer  wasted. 

ffortuned  that  at  ]>e  Grekes  request  there  was  anober  trety 
taken  bat  endured  iij  monthe,  during  which  either  partie  come 

y,"  to  and  fro  to  o}>er,  disporting  and  pleying  with  ober.  Vnder 
which  trety  be  false  traitour  Calcas,  that  was  made  chef  couu- 
selour  on  be  Grekes  part,  come  into  ]>eire  counsell  amonge  be 
lordes  praying  J>eym  that  forasmoche  that  he  was  of  his  owne 
volunte  come  to  theym,  leving  behinde   him  be  goodis  and 

">»  namely  his  childe  and  doughter  Criseide,  bat  bey  wold  geve 
him  som  prisoner  of  Troy  by  ]>e  which  he  might  haue  oute  his 
doughter  fro  be  Troians.  To  whom  the  Grekes  graunted 
anoue  and  yaf  him  be  famous  man  Antenor,  that  was  one  of 
be  chef  counselours  of  Troy  bifore,  by  whom  afterward  was 

V»  the  cite  destroied  and  lost;  ffor  wher  that  Priauiws  send  oute 
Cresside  to  feeche  home  Antenor,  he  was  after  traitour  to  him 
and  to  be  cite. 
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[X.   Of  Hector's  death   by  Achillea  slain,  and  of  the  mar- 
velous manner  in  which  his  body  is  embalmed]. 

The  tyme  oftrety  ended,  Ector,  purposing  him  to  make'  a 
proude  iourney  vppon  the  Grekes,  ordeined  him  v  wardes, 
eueryche  to  succour  other.     The   oyghl    bifor,   the  wife  of* 
Ector,  lying  in  hir  bedde,  hadde  a  vision  in  hir  slepe  by  )>e 
which  she  vnderstode  wel  thai   if  Ector  held  his  purpos  the 
morowe  in  \>e  feld  that  he  shuld  be  slayn.     Where  she  come 
rennyng  to  him,  praying  him  as  [for]  ]>at  day  to  absteyn  him 
fro  |'e  felde,  telling  him  hir  avision,  whereof  he  seid  hit  was"' 
hut  false  bileue  and  idolatri,  and  set  nost  the?by,  bidding  hir 
to  speke  no  mo?  tbe?of,  ffor  he  wold  not  breke  his  purpos 
for  no  thing.     She,  rennyng  to  Priamus,  praying  him  to  re- 
strayne  his  purpos,  enformyng  him  what  shuld  folowe  if  he 
went    oute  that   day,  and  to  lete    Paris  and   Troilus   hold   his'4' 
purpos,  which  with  grete  peyne  obeyed  his  charge.    Paris  and 
Troilus   skarmeshing  in  ]>e    felde,  which   in  short  tyme  we? 
dryvon  abakke  touard  |>c  cite,  but  right  grete  nomb?  slayn 
on  bothe  partie,   Ector,  in  a  maner  seing  theym  disconfite, 
[*Fol.  22a.]  armed  him  in  hast,  taking  his  horse,  *  and  rode  oute  at  J>e»-' 
yate,  returnyng  the  Troians  ayen  into  ]>e  feld,  encowntering 
kinic  Philex,  whom  heslewe  with  hisspere.     Then  come  king 
Pallamydes  with  a  grete  multitude  of  peple  and  lil   vppon 
Ector.      To  whom  he  returned  and  put  at  disconfitu?  and 
smote  him  downe  fro  his  horse,  lighting  downe  for  to  rase  fro**" 
him  his  cote,  as  hit  was  his  vsage  whan  he  had  slayn  eny  lorde. 
And   as  at   that   tyme   having   none  of  his    peple  abojt    him, 
vnware  behinde  him  come  Achilles  and  hare  him  thorgh  with 
a  spere,  where  ]»e  Hon?  of  knighthode  fel  downe  dede  to  |>e 
grownde.     Of  whom  anon  ]>e  noyse  sprong  thorgh  the  feld*« 
that  Ector  was  slayn  ;  (For  sorowe  of  which  ]'e  Troians,  ful  of 
sorowe  and  car,  anone  returned  ayen  to  |>e  cite,  carying  |?e 
body  of  Ector  with  theym;  ffor  whom  Priamus,  Ecuba,  Polli- 
cene,   Paris,  Troilus,  and  al  |>e  cite  after  maden  |>e  grettesl 

1  US.  made. 


• 


22  The  Sege  of  Troye. 

lanientacioii  and  dedly  sorowe  that  with  the  lyves  might  be 
made,  ffalliug  fulli  in  dispaire,  trusting  none  oJ>er  but  in  short 
tyine  to  lese  the  cite,  and  all  for  Ector  was  so  noble  of  gouern- 
aunce  and  so  doughti  of  honde  that  he  had  slaine  with  his 
»'owne  honde  xv  king&s  beside  many  ano]>er  lorde,  and  neuer 
feld  [to]  put  diseonfit  where  he  hadde  ]>e  gouernaunce  vnto  that 
tyme  ;  which  he  might  not  escape,  eschue,  ne  voide,  notwith- 
standing that  he  was  warned  bifore. 

Wherevppon  the  Troyans  sent  oute  for  a  trety  of  vj  monthe; 

lo  during  which  Priamus,  ordeyning  for  ]>e  sepultu?  of  Ector, 
ffull  rially  held  |»e  obsequijs  and  vigiles,  branuyng  the?in  the 
riche  jewellis,  clones  of  golde,  encense,  bawmcs,  milke,  with 
many  ano]>er  riche  thing,  so  that  ]>e  sauoitr  was  made  swete 
vp  to  heuen,  alwey  conseruyng  |>e  body  hole  by  craft  of  rnaii 

i»for  to  endure  bodely  right  as  he  did  bifor,  saving  that  he  was 
withoute  life,  ffor  whom  there  was  made  a  towmbe,  the  moost 
rial  and  riche  that  might  be  ordeined,  Ector  stonding  ther- 
vppon  flessbly,  holding  his  swerd  drawen  in  his  honde.  And 
by  craft  the?  wer  ordeined  smale  pipes  of  golde,  put  thorgh 

io  his  hede,  strecching  |>orgb  eiuvy  veyne  and  lyru  of  his  body. 
[*Fol.  22b.]  porgh  *  which  pipes  was  rennyng  by  craft  a  licow  into  euery 
part  of  his  body  j>at  alwey  kept  |>e  body  like  fressh  and  grene, 
and  wcl  colored,  setting  also  vuder  his  fete  a  bason  with  a 
certen  of  bawme,  which  made  his  breth  as  swete  as  euer  hit 
t*  was,  and  a  winde  by  craft  fro  under  his  fete  blowing  thorgh 
him,  as  he  had  ben  quyk  and  brethiug,  so  that  none  stranger 
shuld  well  knowe  but  ];at  he  were  oii  life.  And  of  hys  array 
bit  were  to  longe  to  tell. 


*• 


[XI.    How  Achilles,  enamoured  of  Pollicene,  refrains  from 
battle.] 

But  vnder  ]>is  trety  taken  bitwefi  ]>e  Troians  and  ]?e  Grekes, 
after  this  rial  tombe  made  and  don,  eyther  ]>arte  come  entr, 
disporting  with  o^er,  anionge  which  vppon  a  da)'  Achilles 
entred  ]>e  cite  with  oj>er  Grekes  in  a  poer  sowdioiws  array, 
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vnknowe  of  the  Troians,  for  to  Be  the  gise  and  vsage  of  tin 
holding  his  wey  streite  into  |>e  temple  whir  pe  obsequys  and 
vigilis  were  in  doing,   Priamws,   Scuba,   Paris,  Troilus  with 
many  ano]>er   lorde   and    lady,  doing    theire   sacrafices   and 
s  ■■'  .  '    per?  gise  was,  for  Ector,  Ector  alwey  bihold- 

ing  fresshly  and  sternelyon  peym,  and  oamely,as  him  semed, 
on  Achilles,  with  swerd  drawe  in  honde;  whereof  Ach 
was  asstonyed  and  abasshed,  stonding  in  doute  whe]>er  he  was 
quik  or  dede,  saving  he  conforted  himself  with  pe  mortal] 
uhevinesse  that  he  sey  there  made  lor  him.  Amonge  which 
prece   Lchilles  east  his  sight  asi.li>  and  sey  pe  ('aire  Pollic 

Ector  and  Troilus,  whos  love  anone  pershed  hi-  hard, 
cursed  herl  in  so  strong  a  wise  that  he  might  nut  wele  endure 
liis  hard  peines.    Etetwrnyng  ayen  to  [v  ( ;ivl<,.s-  with  the  grettest 

k  peyne  thai  might  he  suffred,  praying  .1  seruaunt  of  his,  a  well 
avised  knight,  tor  to  govnto  Ecuba  vppon  his  behalf,  desiring 
hir  doughti  >•  Pollicene  in  manage.  Ecuba  anon.'  remembring 
on  his  worthinesse  and  also  of  pe  myschef  that  was  like  to 
folowe  if  she  deuyed  his  desire,  she  seid  that  she  wold  speke 

x«  thereof  vnto  Priamws.    Whereto  Pi-iamus  answhered  and  seid, 
if  that  Achilles  woll  take  vppon  him  to  make  pe  Grekes  - 
[*Fol. 23a.] thei?  wer?     and  also  that  he  wold  be  ful  frende  to  him  and 
to  al  pe  Troians  as  alliaunce  axeth,  he  wold  graunte  his  wil 
therein. 

LV  Of  whieh  answhe?  Achilles  was  |>e  ioyfullest  on  lyve, 
promising  fully  to  performe  his  desire,  taking  his  wey  streite 
vnto  ]>e  king  Agamenon  where  he  was  in  counsel!  amonge  his 
Iordes,  yeving  theym  Ids  avice  and  counsel!  that  forasmoche 
as  grete  pari  of  ]»e  peple  is  destroied,  and  howe  that  their 
goddis  weren  displesed  for  pedetheofso  houge  a  nombre  that 
were  slayn  oil  bothe  parties,  and  ]>e  (jiiarel  of  pe  Grekes 
no;l  goode  but  of  pride  don  he  COude  not  sey,  but  vaf  lei,] 
his  <ronns1'll  to  returne  ayen  to  Greee  er  fortune  turned  fully 
ayen-t  theym. 
i»-  'I'o  whom  they  yaue  answhe?  and  seiden,  sitheB  they  had 
bidden  so  longe and, as  pei  trusten,  [were]  nowe atte  the  pi. vine 
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of  wynnyng  of  the  cite,  they  wold  not  leve  it  so,  but  make1  al 
thing  redy  for  the  feld  ayenst  be  morowe  because  be  trety  was 
doii  that  day. 

On  the  morowe,  the  Grekes  remiyng  bifore  the  cite,  Troilus 
)-  and  Paris  encountring  hem  in  be  felde,  slewe  oii  be  Grekes 
part  grete  nowibre  and  drove  }>eym  home  into  beire  tentez, 
dispoiling,  and  robbing,  brennyng,  their  logges.  Achilles, 
holding  him  still  (and)  wold  in  no  wise  fight  ayenst  be 
Troians  for  be  loue  of  faire  Pollicene. 

10  [XII.  How  Troilus  is  slain  by  Achilles,  and  how  Achilles, 
enticed  within  the  temple,  is  there  treacherously  slain  by 
Paris.] 

Oii  ]>e  next  day  folowing  Troiles  with  his  company  come 

oute    proudely,   skarmeshing    with    theym,   and    slogh    grete 

If  nonibre  of  theym  so  that  they  floweii  into  be  tent  of  Achilles, 

which  stode  at  defence  ayenst  Troilus.    The  Grekes  so  releued 

ou  Troilus  that  of  fortune  Troilus  slowe  king  Pollibete  and 

kingg    Mathapn,  and    wounded    Diomede    tliorgh    be    body, 

folowing   theym    so   bat    his    horse   was   slayn.      His   peple 

10  returned  ayeii,  where  Achilles  with  a  grete  peple  fel  oii  hint 

and  smote  of  his  hede,  and  drewe  the  body  after  him  at  his 

horse  taile  in  be  moost  shamefull  wise  that  euer  eny  wor]>i 

man    had   withoute    cause.     Wherefor  Achilles   was   gretely 

repreued  as  wel  of  )»e  Grekes  as  of  be  Troians.     ffor  sorowe  of 

t*  which    Priamus,   Ecuba,   and   al   be    Troians   we?   gretly  in 

dispai? :  ffor  after  Ector  he  was  }>e\r  protectotw. 

[*Fol.  23b.]      Ecuba,  thenking  on  this  grete  cruelte  and  fals  tresoii  *  of 

Achilles,  purposed  fully  be  soiii  treson  to  bring  him  to  his 

ende.   Whe?vppou  she  send  to  hir  son  Paris,  and  bade  ordeine 

s0  him  a  felashipp  redy  for  to  sle  Achilles ;  for  she  wold  send  for 

him  as  for  the  trety  of  be  mariage,  and  to  mete  with  hir  in  ]>e 

temple,  whe?  she  shuld  kepe  him  in  secret  wise  vnto  be  tyme 

bat  he  sey  best  tyme  to  fall  oii  him  and  to  sle  him. 

'us  made. 
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